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It is a source of pride for me. as I know it is for Mrs. Foster, that our home State of Oregon 
is the headquarters for the National Psoriasis Foundation. 
During the three days of your workshop on psoriasis, all of you have a most demanding 
assignment if this meeting is to provide a focus for future progress against psoriasis. I do not 
underestimate the extent and complexity of the research that will have to be undertaken or 
the magnitude of the educational effort if people are to realize what a great human tragedy 
psoriasis represents. 
The desperation of some of its victims is evident in their willingness to take potent drugs 
at some risk in attempting to escape from the bondage of this disease. There is, of course, no 
need to remind any of you here today that psoriasis often is not simply a skin disease, but is 
a source of disfiguremen-t and great mental anguish. When you find answers to the cellular 
mechanisms that lie at the root of the trouble, you may be coming close to a solution of other 
problems as well. Hopefully even that of cancer. 
I want to salute all of those whose time, energy, and creative imagination have brought 
this workshop into being. I know that the true test of any conference is what happens after 
the last guest has departed. l also happen to feel that this particular meeting will pay rich 
dividends in achievement when all of you return to your homes and apply what you have 
learned here. I wish you Godspeed. 
